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Pledging Conference for UNRWA held in New York on 25 June 2018. © 2018 Photo by the United Nations. 
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The Pledging Conference was a very positive event sustaining momentum in 
addressing the remaining shortfall of US$ 250 million of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), which could critically affect 
the vital UNRWA services to Palestine refugees. UN Member States expressed 
strong political support for UNRWA, its mandate and staff, and its critical services 
to Palestine refugees. The Conference saw additional pledges to UNRWA as 
part of an international effort to address the Agency’s funding shortfall, and to 
sustain its vital services.   
 
The Pledging Conference date was advanced from December to June to allow 
UNRWA to consult with the General Assembly on the status of its finances in the 
middle of the year, when there is still time to take action to address the remaining 
shortfall. The Pledging Conference was established as a forum for Member 
States to concretely express their solidarity with Palestine refugees. The 
Conference assumed even greater importance in 2018, given the current and 
unprecedented UNRWA shortfall. There were many calls for collective action to 
ensure UNRWA activities continue throughout 2018. 
 
Reflecting the commitment of the international community to UNRWA and 
Palestine refugees, the Conference was attended by officials from more than 
seventy Member States, as well as international organizations partnering with 
UNRWA and members of civil society. Statements were made by UN Secretary-
General António Guterres, the President of the UN General Assembly Miroslav 
Lajčák, the UNRWA Commissioner-General Pierre Krähenbühl, as well as 
numerous Member States.  
 
The Secretary-General expressed his “deep worry about the increase in human 
suffering and the destabilizing impact if we fail to find the necessary resources to 
maintain vital UNRWA services to the end of the year”. He stressed the 
invaluable contribution of UNRWA to long-term development, in particular 
education, health care, gender parity, and economic empowerment, thereby 
“moving our world closer to the promise of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development to leave no one behind”.     
 
The Commissioner-General thanked Member States for their support, particularly 
those who had made additional contributions already in 2018.  He noted 
however, given the current shortfall “we do not have income to ensure the 
schools will open on time in August”. The Commissioner-General added that, “it 
is critical that we build on the success of the first half of the year and secure the 
needed funding to ensure the next school year opens on time and our key 
programmes are preserved”. 
 

_ END _ 



 

 

UNRWA 
UNRWA is confronted with an increased demand for services resulting from a growth in 
the number of registered Palestine refugees, the extent of their vulnerability and their 
deepening poverty. UNRWA is funded almost entirely by voluntary contributions and 
financial support has been outpaced by the growth in needs. As a result, the UNRWA 
programme budget, which supports the delivery of core essential services, operates 
with a large shortfall. UNRWA encourages all Member States to work collectively to 
exert all possible efforts to fully fund the Agency’s programme budget. UNRWA 
emergency programmes and key projects, also operating with large shortfalls, are 
funded through separate funding portals. 
 
UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General Assembly in 1949 and 
mandated to provide assistance and protection to some 5.4 million Palestine refugees 
registered with UNRWA across its five fields of operation. Its mission is to help 
Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank, including East Jerusalem and 
the Gaza Strip achieve their full human development potential, pending a just and 
lasting solution to their plight. UNRWA services encompass education, health care, 
relief and social services, camp infrastructure and improvement, protection and 
microfinance. 
 

For more information, please contact: 
 

Christopher Gunness 

UNRWA Spokesperson 

Mobile: +972 (0)54 240 2659 

Office: +972 (0)2 589 0267 

c.gunness@unrwa.org 

Twitter: @ChrisGunness 

Sami Mshasha 

UNRWA Arabic Spokesperson 

Mobile: +972 (0)54 216 8295 

Office: +972 (0)2 589 0724 

s.mshasha@unrwa.org 
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